
Saltsjöbaden VI Parallel session: 
EECCA – on the way to clean air 
While emissions of key air pollutants have been reduced considerably over the past few decades as a result of 
integrated air pollution management strategies developed under the Convention on Long-range 
Transboundary Air Pollution (Air Convention), progress has been uneven across the UNECE region. In 
particular in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia, due to the increase in energy 
production, industry growth and urban development, further efforts are needed. To assist countries in the 
subregion to improve their air quality management, UNECE has organized a number of activities in the 
framework of the Air Convention assistance programme. 
 
To avoid damage to the environment, public health and the economy, adopting targets to reduce emissions 
and introducing measures to enforce them is important. Providing a framework to facilitate these measures, 
the Convention assists countries in formulating policy responses to the air pollution challenge. Ensuring the 
implementation and ratification of the Convention and its protocols, most notably the three latest, amended 
protocols to the Convention — namely, the Gothenburg Protocol, the Protocol on Heavy Metals and the 
Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, within this region is imperative for the effectiveness of the 
Convention. 
 
The idea for this session is to have an open discussion about the barriers to ratification and implementation of 
the Convention and opportunities and benefits in countries in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia 
to work on reducing air pollution. The first part of the session will focus on identifying the barriers. The 
second part of the session will zoom in on options to overcome these barriers and benefits of improving air 
quality in the subregion. The idea is to get a clear picture of the strengths, the weaknesses, the opportunities 
and the threats for countries in the subregion to work on improving air quality and to implement the 
Convention.  
 
A questionnaire will be sent out to countries in the subregion in preparation of the session. The analysis of 
this questionnaire will help in identifying the main barriers that pose challenges in the implementation of the 
Convention. It will form the basis for the discussions at this session.  
 
The session will be held under the Chatham House rule. This rule allows people to speak as individuals and 
to express views that may not be those of their organizations or countries and therefore encourages free 
discussion. When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to 
use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other 
participant, may be revealed. The aim of this session is to have an open and honest discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda 

Key objectives of the session: Identification of main barriers towards ratification and ways to overcome 
them. 

9:00-9:15 Welcome and introduction by the facilitators 

Stefan Åström, Zaal Lomtadze  

9:15-12:00 Session 1: Identifying barriers towards ratification and implementation of the 
Convention 

9:15-11:00 

 

 

 

Presentations:   

− Results of the analysis of the questionnaire (Ketevan Kordzakhia)(1) 

− Main barriers towards ratification: (all EECCA representatives) 

− Azerbaijan (2) 
− Belarus (3) 
− Georgia (4) 
− Kazakhstan (5) 
− Russian Federation (6) 
− Republic of Moldova (7) 
− Tajikistan (8) 
− Ukraine (9) 

11:00-12:00 Roundtable discussion: 

− All participants 

12:00-13:30 Lunch break 

13:30-17:30 Session 2: Options to overcome barriers 

13:00-16:00 Presentations:  

− Results of the analysis of the questionnaire (Ketevan Kordzakhia)(10) 

− Examples of management of air pollution in federations (Katja Kraus, Paul 
Almodovar, Alexander Romanov) (11, 12, 13) 

− Strategies to encourage the introduction and implementation of ELVs based on 
BATs in the sub-region (Jean-Guy Bartaire, TFTEI Co-Chair) (14) 

− EECCA Countries: 
CLRTAP REPORTING AND DATA COMPILATION BY CEIP (Melanie 
Tista, CEIP) (15) 

− Increasing awareness and improving understanding of the costs and benefits 
(Stefan Åström)(16) 

− Possible ways to overcome barriers: (all EECCA representatives) 

− Azerbaijan (17) 
− Belarus (18) 
− Georgia (19) 
− Kazakhstan (20) 
− Russian federation (21) 



− Republic of Moldova (22) 
− Tajikistan (23) 
− Ukraine (24) 

− Capacity-building and awareness raising programmes to support EEECCA 
countries in overcoming barriers: 

− Experiences by the secretariat to the Convention and plans for the 
future (Ketevan Kordzakhia)(25, presentation not given) 

− Multilateral cooperation with EECCA countries (Katja Kraus)(26, 
presentation not given) 

− Experiences from Nordic – EECCA cooperation projects (Katarina 
Yaramenka, Alexander Romanov) (27, presentation not given) 

16:00-17:00  Roundtable discussion: 

− All participants 

17:00-17:30 Conclusion and key messages 

 


